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Beach Artists To Be Showcased This Month

By Abby Cavenaugh
Srwff Weiter

Residents of Wrightsville Beach may
grovw accustomed 1o ws bemity after a
whike, not evien readiang that they're lv-
ing in what many consider o work of an.
In Fser, the blue-green witers of the beach
strand, its beachgoers and surfers in
brightly colonsd swimsuits and even jis
oatdoor dinimg estabishments have served
a5 minses for several well-known armists,

The results can be seen this month as
pant of two locul exhibits focusing on
beach-related paintings.

An exhibmion entitled “Water Works
Constal Imagery™ opened Fridoy night a1
tvew  Elements Gallery  in dewntown
Wilmington, The exhibit features Nicole
White Kennedy, who's Enown to some as
“the secret beach anist,” and Bob
Rankin, known [or his abstract work.

Kennedy ot ber nickname for paint-
irtgs that she refers to az “the bench peo-
ple.” which came about almost by acei-
dent, After she and her hushand, who live
in Rileigh, purchased an antique boat and
decided to store it at Scapath Marim,
Kennedy ventured onto the beach one
day and found herself skeiching people
whe were on the sand and in the water,

BRINGING THE BEACH TOGETHER
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“Cuting Edge” « 12 % 36 scrylic on boand

Eight yeirs Iater, it's become perhups
whint shie’s best known foe. After sketch-
ing or photographing her oblivious sub-
jects, she headks v her soadio in Raleigh
toy trans form them imto pointings.

“People on the beach have no pretens-
g5 Kennedy explained. Although, she
added, she has been “husted” on several
il.u;l:.l.tsiml.:- In all cases 4o far, the subjects
have been very positive and wanted

-u.'u[_-iﬂ of the finished work, she wld.

“I think parn of [the appeal] for me s, |
fdentify with the feelings of what it is to
be in the witer and on the beach; it has
soft of this universal appeal,”™ Kermedy
explained. “Everyone is just living in the
pcesent. 11’8 kind of Tum W cagtune tht,”

OF her 21 picces being shown in the
“Water Works™ exhibit, Kennedy sad
one of ber favontes 8 an B-inch by 36-
inch acevlic piece called "Cutting Edpe,”

which feotures a Wrightsville Beach
surfer cutting through o wave,

"It's explosive and fun, witl the waiter
swirling all  around,” she said.
“Anistieally, s a very strong praphie.”

Sirong graphics—albeil nm the images
voumight normally think ef—alsoe define
the work of whstract antist Bob Rankin,

Rankin s known for iaking a traditional
depiction of a landscape and converting it
into an sbstrachon with vibront colors.
For instance, his depiction of Wnghtsville
Bedch, called  “Wrightsville  Beach
Absiraction,” fesfures severil different
shmdes of greens, vellows, pinks anmd reds.

A retired  high school art teacher,
Rankin has traveled all over the world,
painting locales such as Tinly, Pans and
Lsmclenn, in adedition 1o his works focused
o the WO coastline. While he does
paint some traditional landscapes, much
ol his work is nbstract,
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